The Goal:
At the end of their four years of high school,
successful students will achieve a high school
diploma as well as a transferable associate's
degree in Arts and Humanities.

Providing Opportunities for Students:
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The Ascension Parish School Board and River
Parishes Community College have partnered to
create the APSB-RPCC Early College.
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This program is based on the early college high
school model, which assumes that academic
rigor, combined with the opportunity to save
time and money, is a powerful motivator for
students to work hard and meet serious intellectual challenges.
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Early College blends high school and college
work in a rigorous yet supportive program,
compressing the time it takes to complete
both a high school diploma and an associate
college degree.
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The Model:
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Students attend high school on the campus of
River Parishes Community College. Early College students will complete the TOPS Core Curriculum, and the state's LA Core 4 high school
graduation requirements. They will be able to
dually enroll in college classes.

Entrance Requirements:
While no specific GPA scores are
required to enroll in the APSBRPCC Early College, student qualification will be determined by,
but not limited to: LEAP 360
scores, course grades, and GPA.

Students who meet these requirements are welcome and encouraged to apply. Students will be
expected to eventually take and
meet the requirements for RPCC
when the time comes to enroll in
college level classes.
Students must be responsible to
be successful in an “adultoriented” environment.
NOTE: A student support program (advising, mentoring and
tutoring) will be developed that
is tailored to meet the needs of
the APSB-RFPCC Early College’s
specific population, with special
emphasis on assisting students to
meet CCR (College and Career
Readiness) standards.

The Plan:



Transportation will be provided by APSB
using a “shuttle system” approach during
normal school hours on days APSB schools
are in session. They will ride their normal bus
to their assigned high school, then get on another bus that will take them to RPCC.
(Students are allowed to transport themselves.)



Lunch will be provided (either for pay or
Free and Reduced as appropriate to student
need.)



Tuition and textbooks will be funded by
APSB. Students/parents will be responsible
for registration and class-related fees.



Students will be administered the necessary high school assessments at RPCC.



Students will earn a high school diploma
and a transferable associate degree while
attending classes on the campus of RPCC.

Key Benefits:
 Students will take all classes at RPCC.
Students will be coded as a student at the
high school in their attendance zone and will
be eligible for participation in activities
(probably limited) as it fits as well as activities such Homecoming and Prom.
 The high school diploma will be awarded
by the home-based school. Students who
meet the high school requirements for graduation will graduate with their class at their
home-based schools. The associate degree
will be awarded by RPCC. Students who
complete the requirements for RPCC graduation will have the opportunity to graduate
with the RPCC class as well.

 Students who complete the requirements for the Associate of Arts Louisiana
Transfer Degree will be eligible to transfer to
a 4-year public university and enroll with
Junior-level status. (To do so, the student
must complete the 60 hours of prescribed
college courses, with a minimum grade of
“C” in each course.)
 Through this plan tuition and textbooks
are fully funded. Other fees may still apply.
Thus, TOPS funding may be saved for future
college expenses, such as advanced graduate studies.

